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An archival shot of the historic East Gate to Riding Mountain National Park/Parks Canada areas. Your support helps the Traveler
expand its multimedia coverage of these
Straddling the highway at the eastern entrance to Riding Mountain National Park, a truss bridge made essential places.
of hand-hewn logs and local stones featuring turret-like cupolas set on twin kiosks transports you to
the 1930s and the early days of Canada's national parks system. The gateway makes some people feel
like they're living the scene from Jurassic Park when the awestruck main characters first pass through You can log in to edit your recurring
a massive gate to an island theme park. donation any time @

Instead of cloned dinosaurs, there are elk, bison, moose, bears, beaver and lynx on the other side of

what's officially known as the East Gate Registration Complex. Not to mention nearly 3,000 square $ Custom Amount
kilometres (1,158 square miles) of protected boreal forest, aspen parkland and fescue prairie perched

atop the Manitoba Escarpment.

Write us a comment
Everyone stops to photograph themselves under the iconic gateway that rises up at the curve of the

road. Some stay to dig into the fascinating history of the last example of the Canadian rustic design
style of architecture that dominated between 1887 and 1937 as the national park network was being Next ->
created.

“Upon speaking to countless visitors that have stopped there, it's the connections that the spoken
history we (parks staff and former residents) provide that really makes the impact,’ says Roberta Tesar,
a Parks Canada resource management officer for the Riding Mountain Field Unit. “Being able to put
into context the history of the people that worked on it, the history of the natural and historic
connection that the materials used represent, and the uniqueness that this is the last one of its kind —

that really wows people.” I N N Member
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The former gatekeeper's residence at Riding Mountain National Park can now be viewed only from the
outside/Parks Canada

Land for Riding Mountain was set aside in 1929 and it became Manitoba's first national park a year
later. An impressive South Gate was built in 1931 and the park officially opened in 1933. An East Gate
was erected in 1933 and 1934, and a North Gate was added in 1936. Now only the east log entrance
gate remains, and the complex includes the former warden's and gatekeeper's residences. '
According to a plaque by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, the complex has = "‘g‘“%
national historic significance because it was built when the federal government's relief funding after
the Great Depression “enabled skilled local craftsmen to create a legacy of enduring landmarks from
the abundant supplies of timber" The gateway spans Highway 19 (originally Norgate Road).

Here's the definitive guide to
National Park System
campgrounds where RVers can

: . rk their rigs.
Federal architects were the masterminds behind the design themes across the national park system, pa 9

explains Riding Mountain's communications officer Shaun Cassan. Using local stones and logs, they Our app is pqcked with RVing-
followed the rustic design traditions that were popular in national parks at that time. Some 1,2000 specific details on more than 250
. “ . T campgrounds in more than 70
men worked on the project. “Sadly, the history on the people behind it isn't well known or national parks
documented,” Cassan adds.
You'll also find stories about RVing

While Riding Mountain's South Gate was built first, and its North Gate was built last, the East Gate was in the parks, tips helpful if you've
given the grandest design because it was the one that most visitors used when arriving from the Jjust recently become an RVer, and
Manitoba capital of Winnipeg, about three hours away. useful planning suggestions.

1
Shortly after the gateway was unveiled, the Trans-Canada Highway and Highway 10 were built and n m m L s
diverted traffic away from Highway 19. “With larger and faster vehicles becoming more common on NATIONAL PARKS

the new highways, the south and north entrances were dismantled to allow safe and easy passage,” TR A‘ 7 ELER

notes Cassan. “With heavier traffic travelling north and south, the East Gate was able to remain
standing” Essential Coverage for Essential Places
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An archival shot from 1967 shows what was once the North Gate of Riding Mountain National Park/Parks Canada
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Similar gates were built in that era at Saskatchewan's Prince Albert National Park and at what's now
called Banff National Park, Canada’s first national park and the flagship of the Parks Canada network.
Both have since been dismantled, making Riding Mountain the last of its kind.

The East Gate complex is a National Historic Site where people can learn about log design, the
government's Depression-era work program and tourism development. Parks Canada calls it “an
enduring symbol of the link between auto-tourism and outdoor recreation.”

The warden'’s residence (formally the Whirlpool District Station) is not currently in use, and the m
gatekeeper's cottage is closed for a heritage building project. Both log buildings have gable roofs and
can be admired from the outside. They're now classified as residences and have been renovated so w

their interiors don't really reflect their original character. Y O S E M I T E

Reade Tereck, Riding Mountain's national fire management officer. grew up near the park and lived at CONSERVANCY

the warden'’s residence for several years. - ) ;
A (Century of Conservation

“It was always cool to see people's reaction when they saw East Gate for the first time," he remembers.
The fact that so many people reference Jurassic Park when they first enter the giant gateway makes
him think that “what architects set out to do was accomplished in creating a grand entrance. | think
when the Architecture Branch and Dominion Parks Service headed up by J.B Harkin set out to design
these sites, they wanted people to be greeted by something that was special and iconic that would
set the tone for the visit"

Author Jennifer Bain, fourth from the left, stands with international travel writers at the historic East Gate of Riding
Mountain National Park during a 2017 visit/Photo courtesy of Jennifer Bain

Tesar adds that when visitors approach on Highway 5, they start to see “the incredible expanse of the
escarpment” Turning onto Highway 19 outside the park, the anticipation builds. The East Gate “was
placed near the base of the escarpment but on a slightly raised area which really makes it stand out
as a grand entrance.” She feels it “gives the sense of how magnificent our park is” and makes park
regulars feel like they're “coming home"

Riding Mountain is a hidden gem that's popular with Manitobans but relatively unknown with national
and international travellers. The park is part of UNESCO's Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve and it
boasts an extensive trail system and a historic cabin. British-born conservationist Grey Owl (Archibald
Belaney) lived here with two pet beavers for six months in 1931 while doing beaver conservation work.
His cabin being restored.

The park is home to the 1,235-acre Lake Audy Bison Enclosure and its display herd of 40 Plains bison
and native prairie ecosystem. It's also one of just five national parks in Canada that has a resort
townsite — Wasagaming on the shores of Clear Lake.

Stories about: Riding Mountain National Park, Banff National Park, Prince Albert National Park
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Your support for the National Parks Traveler comes at a time when news
organizations are finding it hard, if not impossible, to stay in business.
Traveler's work is vital. For nearly two decades we've provided essential
coverage of national parks and protected areas. With the Trump
administration's determination to downsize the federal government, and
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum's approach to public lands focused on energy
exploration, it's clear the Traveler will have much to cover in the months and

years ahead. We know of no other news organization that provides such
broad coverage of national parks and protected areas on a daily basis. Your
support is greatly appreciated.
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A copy of National Parks Traveler's financial statements may be obtained by sending a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: National Parks Traveler, PO. Box 980452, Park City, Utah
84098. National Parks Traveler was formed in the state of Utah for the purpose of informing
and educating about national parks and protected areas.

Residents of the following states may obtain a copy of our financial and additional information
as stated below:

« Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR
NATIONAL PARKS TRAVELER, (REGISTRATION NO. CH 51659), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 800-435-7352 OR VISITING THEIR
WEBSITE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Georgia: A full and fair description of the programs and financial statement summary of
National Parks Traveler is available upon request at the office and phone number indicated
above.

Maryland: Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations Act are
also available, for the cost of postage and copies, from the Secretary of State, State House,
Annapolis, MD 21401 (410-974-5534).

North Carolina: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 888-830-4989 or 919-807-2214.
The license is not an endorsement by the State.

Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial information of National Parks Traveler
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

Virginia: Financial statements are available from the Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, 102 Governor Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Washington: National Parks Traveler is registered with Washington State's Charities Program
as required by law and additional information is available by calling 800-332-4483 or visiting
www.sos.wa.gov/charities, or on file at Charities Division, Office of the Secretary of State,
State of Washington, Olympia, WA 98504.
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